
 
November Legislative Report 
 
DoD Announces 2018 Research and Education Awards to Minority-Serving Institutions 
The Department of Defense (DoD) announced awards to 45 minority-serving institutions totaling 

$25.8 million as part of the fiscal year (FY) 2018 DoD Black Colleges and Universities and 

Minority-Serving Institutions Research and Education Program.  The selected institutions will 

conduct basic research with student support in scientific disciplines critical to national security 

and the DoD.  Awards ranging from $300,000 to $600,000 will support three-year research 

projects.                                                                                                                                       

The goals of the program are to enhance research programs and capabilities in scientific and 

engineering disciplines critical to the national security functions of DoD,  and increase the 

number of graduates, including minorities, in fields of science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics (STEM) important to the defense mission.  

New Bills of Interest and Importance 
Three bills of interest to retirees and veterans have been recently introduced. These include: 

1. The “Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2018”. The thrust of the 
bill is to increase the rates of disability compensation and dependency and indemnity 
compensation. The rate adjustment becomes effective 1 Dec. 2018 and will increase the 
dollar amounts in effect on November 30, 2018, for the payment of disability 
compensation and dependency and indemnity compensation under the provisions 
specified. The increase in dollar amounts will be determined by the Secretary relative to 
existing administrative regulations.                                                                                                          
The dollar amounts to be increased are the following:                                                
(1) WARTIME DISABILITY COMPENSATION                                                                
(2) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR DEPENDENTS                                       
(3) CLOTHING ALLOWANCE                                                                              
(4) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION TO SURVIVING SPOUSE     
(5) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION TO CHILDREN 

2. A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to permit retired members of the Armed 
Forces who have a service-connected disability rated less than 50 percent to receive 
concurrent payment of both retired pay and veterans' disability compensation, to extend 
eligibility for concurrent receipt to chapter 61 disability retirees with less than 20 years of 
service, and for other purposes. 

3. A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to provide for increased access to 
Department of Veterans Affairs medical care for women veterans. 

The final two bills are currently under consideration and will be re-reviewed after final 
consideration 

Blue Water Bill in Trouble 
 The Blue Water Bill, previously discussed would allow Agent Orange VA benefits for off shore 
and other military personnel not on the ground or immediately in contact with exfoliated areas in 
Vietnam. The bill (HR 299) has not received VA endorsement following a review of available 
scientific evidence by the Institute of Medicine (IOM), from 2011, which stated it was impossible 
to quantify exposures for Blue Water and Brown Water Navy sailors and, so far, for ground 
troops as well. The report concluded exposure of shipboard personnel to defoliants sprayed 
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over Vietnam “cannot reasonably be determined.” In addition, it was stated that Navy ships were 
required to draw seawater for conversion to shipboard potable water 12 miles from any river, 
making the presence of Agent Orange in drinking water “highly unlikely” and the “dilution factor 
would have been significant.” Proponents for the bill suggested that Secretary Wilkie and the VA 
staff for blue-water issues have no naval operational experience or expertise in hydrology, 
thermodynamics, and other relevant sciences for determining how Agent Orange reached 
sailors at sea. It appears that while discussions continue, passage of the legislation would be in 
jeopardy without the VA’s blessing. 

Sham Charities                                                                                                                             

A Florida-based charity promising to help wounded veterans by soliciting $11 million in 

donations has been banned from operating, according to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). 

Regulators found nearly all of the funds received were spent on fundraising, expenses, and the 

founder's salary and benefits.                                                                                                    

Help the Vets Inc. and other groups have been targeted by the FTC and law enforcement as 

sham charities. It's part of a larger FTC crackdown, in which more than 100 actions have been 

taken against sham charities.                                                                                                         

In conjunction with the crackdown, the FTC kicked off “Operation Donate with Honor” to 

educate people on charitable solicitation fraud and to identify legitimate charities.  The FTC has 

listed nine charities that are other names for Help the Vets. that it says have been sued for lying 

to donors: 1. American Disabled Veterans Foundation; 2. National Vietnam Veterans 

Foundation; 3.Healing American Heroes Inc.; 4. Veterans Fighting Breast Cancer; 5. 

Military Families of America; 6.VietNow National Headquarters Inc.; 7. Foundation for 

American Veterans, Inc.; 8. Healing Heroes Network; and 9. Help the Vets, Inc. American 

Disabled Veterans Foundation. Currently in the states of Florida, California, Maryland, 

Minnesota, Ohio and Oregon, Help the Vets Inc. has been banned from soliciting charitable 

donations.                                                                                                                                 

Other bogus charities identified include Donate with Honor, Veterans of America, Vehicles for 

Veterans LLC, Saving Our Soldiers, Donate Your Car, Donate That Car LLC, Act of Valor and 

Medal of Honor. 

Protect your giving. Visit the FTC web site for a list of approved and unapproved veteran 

charities  

Vietnam Veterans Educational Center 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF) has canceled plans to build an education center on the 
National Mall, ending a 17-year effort, the group's board of directors announced. The idea for the center 
was conceived by in 2001 to lend context to the names of the fallen etched into the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. Originally estimated to cost $40 million, the project grew to a $130 million, 25,000-square-foot 
building. Planned for the National Mall, it was to be constructed underground, visible only from the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. VVMF Chairman John Dibble said we also are disappointed that the early 
enthusiasm and support did not result in a completed building 
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Tricare News 

Emergency Info                                                                                                                                      
As we have seen veterans living on the Eastern Seaboard are often targeted by hurricanes and 
floods which may cause prolonged disruptions in their medical routines. Tricare has several 
processes in place to address these hardships                                                                     
Access care during an emergency…..TRICARE will announce any emergency procedures in 
the disaster alert. This will include the counties affected and the date range for the procedures. 
If you live in the counties listed by TRICARE, you may be able to access emergency 
prescription refills at any TRICARE retail network pharmacy. Call ahead or bring in your empty 
prescription bottle. To find a network pharmacy, call Express Scripts, Inc. at 1-877-363-1303 or 
search online for a pharmacy near you                                                                                          
If you’re displaced during a disaster, you may be unable to get care from your regular doctor. 
TRICARE may also authorize referral waivers during a state of emergency. If seeking non-
network care during an emergency, keep your receipts. File any claims with TRICARE as soon 

as possible. 

TRICARE Retiree Dental Program 
By law, the TRICARE Retiree Dental Program (TRDP) will end on Dec. 31, 2018. New dental 
plan options for those enrolled in TRDP will be available through the Federal Employees Dental 
and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP). FEDVIP vision coverage will also be available for the 
first time. 
There’s no automatic enrollment into a new dental plan once TRDP ends. For 2019 dental 
coverage, retirees and their family members must take action to enroll in a FEDVIP plan. All 
beneficiaries eligible for TRDP are eligible for FEDVIP dental coverage. Visit the FEDVIP 
website for dental plan options. 
If you’re eligible, your first chance to enroll in FEDVIP is during the 2018 Federal Benefits Open 
Season. This runs from Nov. 12 through Dec. 10, 2018. Your coverage will then start Jan. 1, 
2019. 
Retirees, retiree families, and active duty families are eligible for FEDVIP vision coverage. This 
year’s FEDVIP open season is also your first chance to enroll in a FEDVIP vision plan. If you 
enroll during open season, your coverage will start Jan. 1, 2019. Visit the FEDVIP website for 
vision plan options. 
 

The following is what beneficiaries might expect for next year's out-of-pocket TRICARE costs. 
This is important information as you prepare for open season enrollment, coming up Nov. 12 
through Dec. 10, 2018. 

The good news is, the majority of existing TRICARE Prime and Select fees will not go up; the 
very few that do will be adjusted based on the retiree COLA (projected to be 2.8 percent as of 
August 2018). The not-so-good news is, the current fee structure largely will remain in place. 
For example, TRICARE group A retirees will continue to pay $41 for specialty appointments and 
$29 for primary care appointments. These rates were formally established in October. 

Most beneficiaries will recall the TRICARE fee structure changed Jan. 1, 2018, to require much 
higher cost shares. MOAA, however, maintains pressure on the Defense Health Agency to 
recognize the impact these fee increases have had on beneficiaries - especially those who 
require specialty care such as physical therapy or mental health care. 
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Other TRICARE 2019 Rates have been released and are effective Jan. 1, 2019, with the 
exception of the Continued Health Care Benefit Program (CHCBP), which started Oct. 1, 2018: 

TRICARE Young Adult (TYA) Monthly Premiums: 
TYA Prime: $358 (was $324) 
TYA Select: $214 (was $225) 
TRICARE Reserve Select (TRS) Monthly Premiums: 
TRS member-Only: $42.83 (was $46.09) 
TRS member and family: $218 (was $221.38) 
TRICARE Retired Reserve (TRR) Monthly Premiums: 
TRR member-only: $451.51 (was $431.35) 
TRR member and family: $1,083.40 (was $1,038.31) 
CHCBP Quarterly Premiums: 
Individual coverage: $1,453 (was $1,425) 
Family coverage: $3,273 (was $3,210)         
 
 
 



First Invisible Wounds Center Opens at Eglin Air Force Base 

The center will serve as a regional treatment center for post-traumatic stress, traumatic brain injury, 
associated pain conditions and psychological injuries. The center is ready to treat retirees, Guard, 
Reserve, and active duty members from all services who carry the weight of invisible wounds. 

The center, modeled after the best practices of the Intrepid Spirit Centers, will assemble a team of 
18 specialties under one roof to provide treatment in an individually tailored, holistic and integrated 
fashion, using a combination of conventional and complementary therapies. Art and music therapy, 
yoga, acupuncture, physical and occupational therapy and mental health services will also be 
included in treatment. The approach provides treatment and healing in ways that are only now 
being recognized including physical, spiritual, mental and social well-being to further ensure 
positive health outcomes. The center is promoting patient, caregiver and family education as a key 
component in the healing process noting complete healing and reintegration requires healing the 
patient as well as the family.” 

Can You Believe It 

Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY6) has introduced a bill to repeal the 26th constitutional amendment (age 
18) and lower the voting age for president to 16. Federal law allows states and municipalities to 
amend voting age for local elections, but not for federal position elections. Her argument states 
“the amendment would expand democracy and would prevent “taxation without representation,” 
which was the whole point of the Revolutionary War”. In addition, she feels that these teens deserve 
this because of their inspirational and passionate activism. Opposition views state the voting age is 
not a responsibility teens — who have yet to experience much of life — should be entrusted with. In 
addition many feel voting is also considered a privilege of adulthood. In many states young people 
must wait until the age of 21 to drink alcohol and smoke tobacco. They must wait until the age of 18 
to serve their country. Is voting any less serious responsibility than these are.” 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 


